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Elizabeth Graeme to Rev. Richard Peters, [1763 f] 
Dear Sir 

The day Proveing So Bad I give over expecting The Pleasure of 
Meeting You This Evening at M r Stedmans, Where I Purposd Giveing 
you My Friends Letter, and M r Powels Note, as I know Not When 
I may See You I take The Liberty of Sending it to You; I Hope your 
Fine Spirits will be Proof against This Gloomy Weather; But Confine 
Them No longer at Home than is Necessary; This is I am Certain is 
the Wish of Your Friends, One of Which I hope is Needless to add is 
your Most Humble Servant 

Eliz Graeme 
Wednesday Noon. 

Elizabeth Grceme to Rev. Richard Peters. 

London January th 18 1765. 
Dear Sir 

To Shew you how Ohearfully I Obey any Commands that Lead Me 
imediatly To think of You, I Sit down to Answer your Kind Favor; 
alltho I only to day receivd it: The Spirits Which you appear to be 
in, When you Wrote it adds to Mine, and I hope Your Health is Equal 
to Your Chearf ullness ; The Aggreable Conexion Your Nephew Is on the 
Point of Forming Gives Me Pleasure to hear, as I am Sure by What I 
Saw of his Genteel, and Hospitable Manner, he Seems Calculated to 
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386 Mrs. Elisabeth Fergusson, nee Graeme. 

Fill those Circle of Domestick Duties, I know What you feel When any 
you Love are Likely to be Made Happy in any Shape, alltho I Must 
Envy you a little In So Frequently Being the Instrument of Good to 
Others: as to Your being at the Wedding that is a Subject I Must 
remain Neuter in, being too much Interested in it to Say any thing. 

My Complaints are Not alltogether of So Chimerical a Nature as to 
be Cured by A High Opinion of My Physician, I Wish they Were, and 
I Should Stand No bad Chance, I Yesterday past the Day Aggreable at 
My Doctors House; and the Day before at Colonel Grams; His Lady 
Lamented Much that I had Not been introduced at Court, that I Might 
this Night have gone With her to the Birth Night; She is Vastly kind, 
and Free And all tho at Present by her Husbands office under the 
Queen, in a very High point of View, yet the Furthest from Pride of 
Any thing I Ever Saw. M r Penns Family Are Well, and I think this 
Night Give The Name of Sophia to their Young Daughter. 

I receivd A Letter the day before Yesterday from My dear Mother 
of Decern' 6 p r Paket, and all Well, these are real Blessings, and Make 
My Heart dilate With joy to the Author of All good; When I Wrote 
by the Last Saturdays Male I Made No reply to the proposal of Long, 
for I am in an Equilibrium I See reasons for and Against and You 
Must turn the Ballance; The Partys rage on the Other Side of the 
Water, and are Very Much Talkd of here, but the Indian War Bouquet 
Seems to have Crush: I Still Continue to See More Company at Home, 
than abroad but When You Come to Town I Shall I hope Go out Some 
thing More, as their are Many things in and About London that I Must 
Put my Self under the Asylum of Your Wing to get at. 

S r John and Lady are often here, M' and M™ Barrow, M" Richie, 
M p Lo Mer, M" West, M" Hunter, all the American Gentleman M r 
Graeme of Carolina and Many More, Who as they keep Equipages And 
Footmen, Can Much Easier Come to Me than I go to them, This with 
their good Nature and being Something fonder of Visiting Than Your 
Humble Servant Makes Me have half A Dozen Visits for One I pay. 

I hope M" Garside has receivd her things Safe, My Compliments at- 
tend Her Fire Side, Which am Sure as She is Mistress of it Must be A 
Chearfull One, A Littary Corespondence Must Now Give Way to Con- 
versation Between you and your 

Most Humble Servant and Friend 

E. Grseme." 

Elizabeth Orceme to 

Dear Madam 

I should have answerd your agreeable Favor by Miss Beckey, but 1 
concluded a little historical Narative From herself would be more enter- 
taining; I beged her to go in, and come out, as it suited her; for 
otherwise She Would have had but a Gloomy time of it here; as my 
Life ha3 been rather Singular : I have not as yet Begun to return any of 

" To The Reverend M r Peters, at M" Garsides, In Wrixam, Wales. 
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the Visits of My Friends; I have an hundred and ten to go thro with, 
and intend to begin to Morrow. Grief has Exhausted itself, Every 
Idea and Image has been repeated again, And Again, I trust My Friends 
are happy, I Must Ever Most Sensible Miss them, But I begin to see the 
propriety of endeavoring at lest to cheer the Gloom of despondency, 
But my Sister My Beloved Sisters Death had well nigh broke my Heart. 
Your Attention must be continually taken Up for the Good and Welfare 
of your Children, I can easily judge how great the Task must Be, when 
I find my two ingross so much of My Regard, Since Providence has 
placed it in my Lot I shall try to Educate Anny and John as Well as 
I can, but I never was so fond of Children As many People are, tho 1 
should be inhuman Not to Love these little Innocents who never wilfuly 
give me Pain, Anny and I think our Selves Much obliged to you for Miss 
Jennys desire of letting her Write for her for two or three Weeks at 
Burlington But In this Afaid I Must be Sponsor. 

Her length of Time at Grame Park in the Sumr Is a very great Draw 
Back on her writing, and Sewing. Her reading and A Proper Choice 
of Books with Explanations on them is my Branch, I keep her Close to 
it; One Day with her is a Picture of every Day, and as Dissipation is a 
great hurt to young Minds, I could wish to keep her Steadily engaged 
in Learning till Sixteen at lest; I have no ambition to Make her a 
Destinguishd Character was it in My Power, But I could Wish to see 
her Afectionate a tolerable Show of Understanding, and passable Agre- 
able. Moderate as this Character apears to be It takes some attention 
to form it. 

You will exuse my Writing to Miss Becky as I think writing to you 
is the same thing, I Make no Doubt but you will have great Comfort 
In Her, as she seems to have a Warm sense of Her Duty to You, I am 
much obliged to her for the trouble she has taken about the China, As 
they have handles I will take them, tho' I should have preferd Blue and 
White I now enclose the Money. 

Miss Becky desires to know how I like My New Servant, which I 
hired; she seems sober And Modest, but I have had so much trouble 
about Servants that I hate to enter on the theme; for if I had Not my 
Father, and the Children I hate Housekeep so much that I Never would 
encumber my Self with it in any degree; for I find it a very great Tryal 
to the temper; I set out in Life with An imagination that every Creature 
was to Wrought upon by good Usage, but those favorable Sentiments 
of Human Nature I but too often find reason to retract, as I make my 
daily Observations. 

I hope the opening Season will have a happy Influence on your Spirits, 
the resurection of Nature After A Winters interment, Difuses A general 
joy Over the Whole Animal Frame, and Men can Not be Silent, and 
unfeeling in the Harmony I think Burlington, at that Season remains 
among the pleasantest Spots I know; from the Number Of Orchards 
scaterd up and Down that are Like so many Nosegays in a Garden ; For 
you know every thing is but Comparitive. 

I have scribled a long Epistle, and yet Believe me I never so much 
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disliked Writing in My Life, haveing had a great deal of it Lately, I 
therefore have a Sarfeit of it; 

Suffer Me to conclude My Self your; 

Most Obedient humble Serva 1 

Eliza Graeme 
Philadelphia March 25. 67. 

P.S. This was to have gone by M r Frazer but some how we misunder- 
stood each Other with regard to the time of his Seting of. 

Dr. Thomas Graeme to Rev. Richard Peters. 

Graeme Park 28 of Oct' 1770. 
Dear Sir. 

The length of time since last parting, the several changes you have 
had both as to Climate and Diet, in your Journey to New York and back 
again, as also the Temptations while there the break thro the trict 
Rules of living which your Constitution requires, one and all of these, 
call upon me with no small Anxiety, to know how your ffeeble Body has 
bore up under them. This if you'l favour me with, Will be extremely 
accptable, to One who in truth has the deepest Interest in it and should 
it turn out to his satisfaction, offer real joy. 

We have had here more Intermitting Severs than usual for after what I 
had which you know was but Small most of the ffamily felt it more or 
less, about Betsy it hung several Weeks irregular as usual, but is now in 
quite good Health. 

It is time I was thinking to come To Town which I cannot well ac- 
complish till about the Midde of Nov, and was it not that I wish [torn] 
I would not care how long I stay'd, [torn] except it is with such a 
ffriend. [torn] Of this D r S r be assured who am with all esteem your 
most obedient humble Servant 

Tho* Graeme. 

Dr. Thomas Grame to Rev. Richard Peters. 

Grseme Park 4 th o'f Augs 1772 
Dear Sir 

I could hold it no longer, not having heard from you since parting, 
and what otherways, but in an imperfect and Indirect manner, only 
Tuesday last after Night came here M r Coomb and Doctor Rush and 
left us by ffive next morning, of whom I had scarce time to ask after 
you, nor indeed had I much Inclination to be particular to either of 
them in what might relate or concern you; yet so far I understood 
that you were necessitated to doe the Dutys of your ffunction, last 
Sunday your self; & that you had but just recoverd from some fit of 
Indisposition immediately before. I conjecture this must have been very 
hard upon you, and anxiously want to know how matters then stood and 
ever since. 

Not having hitherto had the pleasure of that ffriendly Visit you 
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engag'd your self to confer upon us, has created in me many doubts 
not only as to your Health, but in regard to Public affairs, in which 
you cant Avoid being Interested perhaps in a disagreeable manner. If 
any such thing should be (as I hope not) you can easily apply to your 
self, what you would readily doe to another, viz While Integrity of 
Heart remains all may be Quiet within. 

There has indeed happened in Poor M r Penns ffamily an Event that 
would draw Pity and Eegret from the most Indifferent by Stander how 
much then doe I know it must have affected you equally with your 
humble Servant surely it must add a Spur to the Career of his dissolu- 
tion, I shall say no more but pray for proper Eeflection! 

As to my self I have kept pretty equal in health since I left the 
Town, yet not without being very sensible, that One year added to the 
preceding, not only increasith their Numbler, but Listlisness & Languor 
in proportion. The fface of a ffriend such as yours would doe much to 
give it a temporory Relief, in hopes whereof I subscrib my self with 
warmest affection D r S* 

Your most obedient humble Servant. 

The Two Betseys Salute you with their best regards and long much 
for the same favor with yours as above 



Elizabeth Fergusson to Eev. Richard Peters. 

Grsme Park February 5 1773 
Dear Sir 

I was favord a few Days past with yours : I should often have wrote 
to you in this interim of time; But knowing that you had a variety of 
Engagements and at the same time my afairs of a nature that only 
admited a tiresome repetion I avoided it: had it suited you to have 
come up I think in the way of Conversation many things might have 
been discussd that doe not ocur in writing at least I think so because I 
hate writing above all things of late. 

I would wish to speak so as to be understood as that is the end of all 
transacting of business. Clear and precise yet to avoid positiveness or 
peremptoriness : The point at present I take it is the Sale of the Myo- 
mensine Lot to the payment of D r Grammes Debts. 

You will I apprehend join with me in alowing that it was the Clear 
purport of the Will that it Should goe for that use, therefore I am 
ready and desirous to take any Steps or Sign any papers that Shall 
expediate the Sale of it: for I want that afair of M r M c calls Bond 
settled as soon as possible : I have never applyd to any of the Executors 
to doe any thing but you and M r C Stedman. I have recepts to show 
that I have Since I have been up here paid upwards of two hundred £ 
inculding the House Eent in Town. All is now paid of: And I have 
not receivd But three hundred and 27 £ Cash I doe not mean this by 
way of making any Complaint; only as you being my friend to inform 
you the State of my afairs. John Jinny is not at present to be Con- 
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siderd as A Coachman He and Andrew have been the whole winter 
employd in keepind up the fences which in such a range of Ground is a 
perpetual work. I keep no family at the long house at all: I have 
got All my people into their quarters over here Yet, without any of 
those expences that may be termd indulgences to my Self My family is 
[torn] 

Old Joseph I must take Care of Papa desird he always might; Then 
there is Andrew Bodin who used to doe nothing But Gardin 25 £. 
John Jinny 30 £ Sam 10 £ two Maids 20 £ As to the Crop in the Ground 
I intend to be at the expence of harvesting it my Self; as I am told by 
my neighbors it will be a great loss to sell it on the Ground. Every 
thing is apraizd high the personal Estate is swelld out much above its 
real Value As for M r Young I hold the Whole of his Conduct in such 
Contempt that I shall not trouble my self to speak about him; only 
that I am well rid of him. I have never yet been informd whether My 
Letter was diliverd to A. Stedman. 

As to the afair of the Joint Bond I am very Willing to Submit it to 
the determination of Sensible impartial Judges; if it is agreeable to M' 
Stedman whom I should be very Sorry to Differ with. 

Of all the little Debts Due to my father in Town I have never re- 
ceivd a Copper; Yet in my transactions people expect Money of Me; 
For the Millar here would not let an Acount run on for Bread for my 
family he told me and he could not Support his Mill without Cash: I 
owe nothing here at all at present M r Young paid no body that he 
could avoid: so I have all this load My father to be Sure must have 
been very ignorant of the State of his affairs or would he have talked 
in his Will of a Lot of Three hundred £ paying all his Debts and the 
risidue being divided. When his Debts (exclusive of the joint Bond) 
Amount to fourteen hundrd pound. 

As to my Health in the fall and Winter I was quite well but have 
had a fever more or less this ten Days the Spring allways tears my 
Constitution to pieces: Remember me affectionatly to My dead ( ?) 
Friends D r Bedmans family And believe me to be with the utmost 
Esteem 

Your Obligd Friend 

Eliza Fergusson 

John Young to Elizabeth Fergusson. 

Philad« July 1 st 1775. 
Dear Madam, 

I beg you will return my Compliments to M r Fergusson, and tell him 
I am extreemly obliged to him for his Present of the Book, which 1 
accept with Pleasure, although I had purchased one of them just before 
1 reciev'd your agreeable Note, and (not having Occason for two) would 
have declined accepting it had I not been afraid of offending him by a 
Refusal; but whether I accepted it or not I would be equally sensible 
of his Kindness in offering it. [torn] universally read & admired by 
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[torn] here, for it seems particularly adap [torn] which I suppose will 
be almost wholy [torn] though by the by, the late Action at Cha" 
Town [torn]. I cannot help saying I am sorry we are come to an 
open War, and that there is no Prospect of Peace: it might have been 
prophetically said of the first late Battle (at Lexinton) "0 curst 
Essay of Arms, disastrous Doom, Prelude of bloody Fields & Fights 
to come." But you say "the present Gloom is only of the April Kind" 
if so, I sincerely wish the Autumn was arriv'd, that we may gather in 
the Fruits of our glorious Toils: but as the Laurel is an Evergreen we 
may obtain it at all Seasons; & I dare engage our noble General will 
soon nod under a whole Grove of it. I think it is happy for America 
that the Person promoted to that high Dignity has allways borne the 
Character of a Man of Honour, & is remarcable for his Honesty & 
Integrity ; for he certainly has it as much in his Power to raise himself 
on the Ruins of his Country as old Oliver had. Has G. Gages Proclama- 
tion made any Proselytes in your Part of the Country, or do the People 
still remain Americans? So far from its having any Effect here, [torn] 
fuller than since it was published [torn] Young-Fellows of my Ac- 
quaintance [torn] (as Volunteers) to the Camp at Cambridge, [torn] 
Departer: happy they! had Heaven bless'd me [torn] sufficient to main- 
tain the Charater of a Gentleman Volunteer, I would follow them imme- 
diately. I allways had a Desire for a Military Life, but never more 
than now, since I have had a small Specimen of it. I am just now going 
to the Parade & have not Time to say any more, but must take another 
Opportunity to tell you affectionately 

I am Yours &c. 

John Young. 



Elizabeth Fergusson to General Anthony Wayne. 

Graeme Park August 25, 1777. 
Sir 

The Bearer of this my Overseer comes about a little Affair, which 
tho' it does not fall I believe immediatly under your Department yet 
1 should be much oblig'd to you Sir to look into. In Brief the Matter 
is as follows: Two Sutlers in the Rear of your Division, intie'd my 
Slave with them: with my Waggon and two very fine Oxen: it was 
without my knowledge, or My Overseers: The heat of the Weather, and 
the Violent manner the poor Beasts were drove, Occasiond one of them 
to drop down dead four Miles from hence: I should be glad Sir to be 
informd whether the publick in such a Case does not make Restitution 
to the injurd party ; And if it does who I am to apply to ; And whether 
My servant cannot have it finally Settled, as the distance the Army is 
from me renders it very inconvenient to spare my Overseer to go again ; 
And I have no Other person to send. 

I hope Sir you will Excuse my Adressing you on this Occasion; As I 
am totaly ignorant as to the Mode obprov'd in Military affairs. 
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I neither want nor Expect anything but what is usually granted on 

Similar Cases; and I am sure that wi'll be chearfully allowed me; The 

Steer is Valued by two farmers And the Servant brings the apraisment. 

I assure you we look quite Solitary at G r Park after the departure 

of so large a family as was here, and in the Environs. 

The part that Oecupyd my house (without a Compliment) was too 
agreeable not to be Misst by Miss Stedman And your 

Most Obedient humble Servant 

Elizabeth Fergusson 

General Anthony Wayne to Elizabeth Fergusson. 

Camp near the Falls. 14 th Sept' 1777. 
Dear Madam 

I should have done myself the pleasure of Acknowledging your favour 
of the — ultimo long since were it not for the busy scenes then Opening 
and the hurry ever Incident to the eve of Battle, this I hope will in 
some Degree exculpate me from a Charge of Neglect which would Other- 
wise be Inexcusible. 

the kind Reception I met with under your hospital Eoof and the easy 
politeness of M™ Fergusson and Miss Stedman 1 shall always Remember 
with pleasure and hope at one day to have it my power to repay some 
of those favours. 

I am happy to Inform you that I am not Wounded — but I have lost 
some Officers whose friendship I much Esteemed — and whose Glorious 
Death is Rather to be Envied than Regreted. 

the Right wing of Our Army met with a Misfortune, but our left in 
Return gave a timely check to the Right wing of Gen 1 Howe which has 
Obliged him to Remain on the Spot ever since fully Employed in taking 
care of his wounded and Burrying his Dead. 

The Villian who pressed your Cattle is at Carlile. I shall take care 
to take hold of him as soon as he Returns 

Present my best Compliments to Miss Steadman and M' Young and 
believe me yours Most 

Sincerly 

Anf Wayne 

Elizabeth Fergtisson to General Anthony Wayne. 

Graeme-park September 16. 1777. 
Sir 

Haveing occasion to write a few lines to M r Bodonot, I cannot let My 
servant be near General Wayne without assureing him that it gave me 
real Satisfaction to receive a letter from him, after the imminent Danger 
he had been in so lately At Wilmington; And altho' I am truly sorry 
for the loss of those Gentlemen you mention that fell; I would rather 
receive that account of them from you, than they should have given such 
a one of vou: 
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I am much Obliged to you for saying that the time you passd at My 
House was not Dissagreable to you; And rest assurd Sir that if in the 
Hurry of your first comeing, any thing might have Occurd that you 
could have wishd Otherwise; nothing was intended. I wish the general 
Cause of America most Sincerly well ; and Since I have have been f avord 
with the Acquaintance of General Wayne I am particularly interested 
in his Safety; I hope if opportunity offers, he will pop on Graeme-Park; 
which will be the most Convincing proof he can give me that he liked 
his quarters; I will own I should prefer seeing him without quite as 
large a Ketinue as composd his train when he was last here. 

M r " Smith, Miss Stedman, And M p Young Beg their best respects to 
be made Acceptable to you Sir. If my Servant Should meet with any 
Bificulty in getting to Head-Quarters I Should be Obliged to you to put 
him in the best Mode; and also if you could get him a pass to go to 
Philadelphia for A Load of furniture that I am axious to have up of 
M" Smiths; the Waggon will go loadend with Hay; But perhaps this 
request is out of your Line and to give you any particular trouble is 
far from the Intention of Sir 

your most Obedient humble Servant 

E. Fergusson 



Henry Hugh Fergusson to Elias Boudinot. 

I am very sorry Sir that I could not get out soon enough to meet you, 
and I regret much having missd that satisfaction. Cap* Smith will inform 
you that necessity obliges me to make use of the present materials for 
writing being the only ones to be got, which must plead my apology for 
their being so indifferent. The substance of our conversation yesterday 
has been communicated to General Howe, who seems surprized at not 
receiving a particular return of the British Prisoners. It was also 
mentioned to me that he had every reason to expect it from the letter 
he lately received from General Washington. The paper you handed me 
containing a list of our Prisoners with you is so far from being exact, 
that by the returns it appears that not much more than half the number 
are in captivity. So soon Sir as you send in a particular return of the 
officers and Privates with the different places of their confinement, an 
exact one shall be sent of your Prisoners with us. When this is done 
means will be taken to supply our Prisoners with what necessaries they 
may want, and permission will be given to you to send in Cloathing to 
yours; but General Howe does not think fit to allow them to be pur- 
chased in Philadelphia Neither can he admit your Officers on Parole 
until the return before spoken of is transmitted. I remain most re- 
spectfully 

Sir 
Your most ob' and very hble S*. 
At M" Taylors 2 nd Dec' 1777. H. Hugh Fergusson 
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Henry Hugh Fergusson to Elias Boudinot. 

Philadelphia 2 d Jan'' 1778 
Sir 

About ten days ago I sent by a Flag of Truce a Summons to Colonel 
Samuel Miles (a prisoner of war to the Kings army and at present on 
Parole) to surrender himself immediately at Head Quarters in Phila- 
delphia; but as he has not yet made his appearance here, I am apt to 
think by some neglect or other the Summons has not been regularly for- 
warded. 

To prevent any mistake in future I inclose a second Summons under 
cover to you requesting that it may be speedily delivered. 

Sir William Howe is desirous to exchange George Lush of German- 
town for Christopher Sower Jun*. Should General Washington agree 
to this proposal on your giving me notice of it I shall immediately 
release George Lush. 

You have already been so fully informed of the distresses of the 
American Prisoners for want of cloathing that I think it almost needless 
to say anything more on the Subject. I can only lament the miserable 
situation of these unfortunate people, and regret to see them so much 
neglected by those whose business it is to supply them with necessaries. 
I am Sir 

Your most ob* and very h: S l 

H. Hugh Fergusson 
Cy. Prs 

Henry Hugh Fergusson to Elias Boudinot. 

Philad» 6 th March 1778 
Sir 

In answer to yours of the 2" Instant I am desired to acquaint you 
that Sir William Howe only waits the arrival of our Officers in Phila- 
delphia to order yours to be sent out His Excellency also has no objec- 
tion to General Lee's coming by Land from N: York in Company with 
M r Loring and Major Williams. A Lieutenant Colonel will be given 
in Exchange for Lieutenant Colonel Conolly and the Commander in 
Chief is willing that Colonel Swope be returned for Governor Franklin. 

I inclose you an open Letter to be forwarded to M r Loring and I 
have to request the Exchange of M r Weir Surgeon to the Hospital of 
General Burgoyne's Army for any of your Surgeons Prisoners here or 
at New York. I am Sir 

Your most obed hble Serv* 

H. H. Fergusson. 

A Sergeant of yours shall be exchanged for a Sergeant of the 40 th 
sent in. 

Pass signed by Henry Hugh Fergusson. 

This is to certify that the Bearer Capt. William Nickols a British 
prisoner to the Enemy who had Liberty to come in upon his Parole but 
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is now ordered out has the Commander in Chiefs permission to pass to 
the Country with a Horse and chaise and a conductor. 

Philada 6"> April 1778 

H. H. Fergusson 

Com* Prisoners 
To whom it may ) 
concern J 

W m Nickols was captain of the Eagle packet 

Henry Hugh Fergusson to Thomas Bradford. 

Philad" 12 th Aprile 
1778 
Sir 

I am directed to acquaint you, that on your sending in an Account 
of the quantity of flour wanted to he sent at present to the Prisoners, 
the Names of the Persons who are to navigate the Shallops with the 
place they come from Permission will be granted them to proceed to 
this City I am Sir 

Your most obed' Serv 1 

H. H. Fergusson 

Memorial of Elizabeth Fergusson to the Supreme 
Executive Council. 

Copy of The Memorial Sent in to the Supream Executive Council by 
M™ Fergusson June 24 1778. 

Having had the unhappiness of seeing my Dear Husband M r Henry 
Fergusson's name among the proscribd in the Lancaster paper of May 
13 ; It appears to me, to be my Duty to touch upon a few Simple Facts 
Relative to M r Fergussons Conduct, and to present them to the Observa- 
tion of the Supream Executive Council Who I humbly hope will pay 
some attention to the Peculiarity- of my Situation, This I am the more 
readily induc'd to hope, as in all Cases of Error Both of a public and 
private Nature; Discrimination seems to be the language of Good Policy, 
Good Sense, and Good Nature. 

M r Fergusson left his own House in Septem* 1775, and Sailed in a 
Merchant Man for Bristol; His Business was entierly of a Domestic 
Nature, in order to Settle some affairs with his Brother in North- 
Britain. 

The Commotion of the Public increased so Rapidly from that Period 
of time, That I tho' warmly Attatcd to the American Cause, wrote to 
M* Fergusson from time to time to pertract His Stay in Britain; hope- 
ing some Calmer state would take place, But when the Petition M' 
Richard Penn carried from hence (to the Throne of our at that time 
Sovereign) was Despisd and Rejected; It was plain to see that nothing 
but the Sword would Decide our Greivances, Still As a wife it was 
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natural for me to wish my husbands absence at so Critacal a juntor 
of time, and all my Letters breathd that Sentiment uniformly. 

In the Month of March 1777 M r Fergusson Embarkd from Britain to 
Jamaica, where he remaind a Month And from thence took Shipping 
for New York where he arivd the Eve preceeding the Sailing of Lord 
Howes Fleet, He anxious to get Home to his Farm after so long an 
Absence, consulted some of His Friends in york which would be the 
most Eligible Method to Effect it; In Consequence of which they Advisd 
him to go on Board the Fleet, which he did; He came by Land from 
the Head of Ellk to Brandywine, From whence he purposd Crossing 
over to his own house; But on Enquiry he found that was impractac- 
able, He being renderd too Equivicol in his Political Character To pass 
through the Country with Safety. 

I never knew till the 25 of Sep* the Day preceeding the Enemies 
entering the Capital ; That he was in any part of America, Then a Letter 
was brought me by an unknown hand from him Desiring me to meet 
him in Philadelphia; the next Day. For the truth of this Circum- 
stance I can apeal to the Vice president of the Supream Council, who hap- 
pend to be at that time on a Visit to some of his Friends at my House; 
and to whom I shewd M r Fergussons Letter 

The Day following I met M r Fergusson at Germ an town As I could 
not bear to see the British Troops in Possession of the Capital; and all 
the joy of Seeing my Husband tho a thing I had long ardently Wishd 
for; was dampd and blasted by the mode of his return. 

the Epistolary way in a Careless Style, fearless of the Eye of Censure 
or Severe Examination. 

If the Above Recital should contain any Anecdote that may fling a 
new light on my Situation, and have a tendency to Relaxation in the 
present Case; the Obligation will be felt with an ingenious and Sensible 
Heart: If on the other hand nothing should be here flung out that your 
Honors should see sufleient to prevent M r Fergussons Estate from 
Confiscation; I must Submit; and look on it as my Duty Cheerfully to 
bear a link of the Chain of Calamities incident to a Civil War making 
no doubt but in either Case; justice, and Candor will preside in your 
Councils ; under the full force of this Idea I beg leave to Conclude my self 

Subscribe 

Your Most Obedient 

E. Fr. M 



Claim of Elizabeth Fergusson to the Justices 
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 

To the Honourable justices of the Supream Court of the Common 
Wealth of Pennsylvania. 

!8 The above Petion was presented to the Council on the Day M r Henry 
Fergusson was Cited to appeard before them 24 of June 1778. 
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The Claim of Elizabeth Fergusson of the County of Philadelphia 
Gentlewoman Most humbly sheweth. 

That your Claimant was Seizd in her Demesne, on of Fee simple 
of Land in a Considerable Real Estate; Situate in the County of Phila- 
delphia, aforesaid, calld Grseme-Park; and being so intermarried with 
a Certain Henry Hugh Fergusson late of the said County Gentleman, 
who has been lately atainted of high Treason, by Virtue of a Proclama- 
tion of the Supream Executive Council, of this Common Wealth issued 
in Persuance of an Act of General Assembly in such Cases made and 
provided; your Claimant hath never had any Child by her said Hus- 
band; and therefore his Estate in the Premisses is only for the joint 
Lives of Him and your Claimat. That her said Husband hath no other 
real Estate in Pennsylvania than in Right of your Claimant and for 
Life as aforesaid And that she is advisd the Agents for forfeited Lands 
in said County of Philadelphia intend soon to advertise and sell at 
Public Auction; her said Inheritance as the Estate of her said Husband. 

Your Claimant therefore prays your Honor would be pleasd to take 
the Premisses into Consideration; and by a Decree of Court Establish 
and Confirm the Title of your Claimant; And also Ascertain the 
Particular Estate of her said Husband so that no greater interest in 
the Premisses may be sold than of Right belongs to Him, and your 
Claimat be thereby Relievd from any future trouble, and Disquititude 
concerning the Same 

And your Claimant will 

pray 2 * 
August 16 1779. 

To the judges. 

Elizabeth Fergusson to John Bayard. 

To the Honourable, Speaker of the House of Assembly of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania. Septem' 4, 1779 
Sir 

The Petition, which I the Subscriber humbly presented in Person to 
the Honourable House in the month of February, last past, having been 
laid asside to another Sessions, and the House being not met, I beg 
leave to hope that it may be Reviv'd, and I still trust that the House 
will take the peculiarity of my Situation into their Consideration, and 
in their great Gander and Clemency will cause a Stop to be put to the 
Sale of Graeme Park which the Agents for Philadelphia County, have 

" The aforesaid Remonstrance was drawn up by a Lawyer, all the 
Others were my own Dictating. 

E. Fergusson 
The aforesaid Remonstrance was Sent in By me with a Letter to the 
Honorable Thomas M c cean [M^Kean] Chief Justice of the State of 
Pennsylvania 

E. Fr. 
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orders to Sell on a forfeited Estate; and are immediatly proceeding 
There unto; unless those in power will step forth and interfere in behalf 
of the Petioner. 

The most material points were allegd in the Petition aforesaid; but 
as Business of much more Consequence to the Public mind have occurd 
than the Relief of an Insignificant Individual, I shall briefly touch upon 
the Heads of that Petition, which was presented; and in so doing Hope 
that It will not be construed an impertinent peice of Tautoligy, when 
it really arisses from a Belief that my affairs are not of Consequence 
sufficient to hold a place in the memory of the Honorable House, to 
which they are Beferd. 

First The Estate in question is a Patrimonial one not made over and 
Consequentialy the Fee Simple Vested in me. 

Secondly as I have no Child it can only (if sold at all) be put up 
during the joint lives of M r Fergusson, and myself, and I should think 
would sell but for little to the State when taken into the Scale that one 
of the Parties is a Female, in an Indiferent State of Health; betwixt 
forty and fifty years of age. 

Thirdly M' Fergusson having left this state ten months before the 
Declaration of Independence, And absent at the Time, and again after- 
wards; Could not be deemed in the Eye of the Law a Tray tor Tho He 
is proscribd under that Predicament: in consequence of which Pro- 
scription, His Personal Estate was all Seizd and Sold last October, This 
Plea I am encouragd to dwell upon by Gentlemen learned in the Law, 
who judge M' Fergusson can not be amenable to this State as he is not 
Regularly a Subject. 

I could here enumerate a list of Names of Gentlemen in, and of 
Britain, that now hold landed Property here, which have never been 
Seizd, some of whom are at this time acting in the Military Line, M r 
Fergusson holds no Office at present under the King of Britain, and the 
transient one he filld during his stay in the City, I was in hopes had not 
been of a Nature to have drawn down Ruine on me; as I am sure in his 
Deportment he was not among the Number of them who add Sorrow to 
the Afflicted. 



Elizabeth Fergusson to John Dickinson. 

Grseme park Sept 10 1779 
Sir 

A painfull period in some Respects to both of vis has Rolld round 
Since I had the honor to adress you, either in Person or by Letter, The 
last time I saw you was in the beginning of December 7*6 in your own 
house; at Fair-Hill; Poor Fair Hill! there it stands as a Monument 
of low Motives of British Soldiers; But if I begin thus; I shall never 
come to the Point which leads me at this time to Trouble you, Without 
trying you Sir with a long preamble it is finaly to beg your Interest 
with the Members of the House provided you think there is any thing 
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in My Situation, that places me in a (liferent Line from the Bulk of 
the Wives of the unfortunate proscribe!. 

If you do not I am sure aiming at saying any thing to touch your 
humanity would be unkind; As it would only Distress you to Refuse 
me; And if on Reading the inclos'd Papers you think I am worthy 
of Discrimination your love of justice, and kindness will lead you to 
say something in my behalf: The Petion which I refer to in my Letter 
to the Speaker of the House; Contains a much More Circumstantial 
account of the Proceedings of my afairs than the inclosd And I hope 
the Letter inclosd wrote by the Commissary of Prisoners Col. Budonot; 
and adressd to a worthy Member of the House ; will show his Propriety 
of Conduct in His Limited Power. 

In the last place may I be allowd to touch on my own Conduct since 
this unhappy Contest, I have for my own part Constantly remaind on 
the Premisses; earnestly praying for Peace But if the Sword must 
decide our Fates, Sinccrly wishing it might be on the Side of America; 
which in my short View of things I lookd on to be the Injurd Party. 

I never went into the City while the Britsh were There without a 
Pass, I had no Acquaintance with the Military Gentlemen, and my stay 
but very short; I returnd And Spent my days with one Female friend 
In Silence and Solitude. 

At the time M* Fergusson took the Department of Commissary of 
Prisoners, I wrote to Him; and to two Gentlemen of His acquaintance 
to endeavor to diswade him from Acting in any Shape under General 
Howe, These Letters could be producd did the showing them answer 
any Valuable Purpose, The Seizing the Personal Estate and the Rise 
of all the Articles of Life have renderd my affairs so Embarassd that 
if I am not Speedily Redressd; Want and Distress must compose the 
Remaining part of the Days of your Petioner d r s r E Fr. 

I in June 1778 presented a memorial to the Supreme Executive 
Council; but nothing was done, and I have been much Embarass'd at 
this time whether it was best to have petion'd them or the Assembly. 
But I chose the latter as I think any thing they Enact must be a more 
Radicale Mode of Redress than any other Powers of Goverment. 

Dear Sir, I enter most Confidentialy into what I say to you, I know 
your honor, and your goodness. If M r Fergusson is really within the 
Letter of the Law; I make no doubt but I shall suffer the the Full 
Penalties in my fortune. 

The Jewish Proverb is here fully verified "The Parents have Eaten 
Sour Grapes And the Childrens Teeth are set on Edge." Believe me 
Sir, I would not Deceive you, T was ever on the Side of my Country, 
The Dislike I mention now to M r Fergussons taking a part under Gen 
Howe is not an Ostensible Character, held out to answer certain Pur- 
poses. The Winter the British passed in Philadelphia was the most 
Compleatly miserable I ever passd in my Life, I should prefer Annihili- 
cation to a Repetion of it; just to touch upon it, so Embarassd and 
Complicated was my Distress, my husband Soliciting me to come into 
the City, and my Country Neighbors thinking that We had knowledge 
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of a hundred things that we knew nothing of; and Suspecting every 
time a party came out that he might know of it, and I foreseeing that 
Ruin must be the Consequene of his Attatchment to them I perpetually 
urging him the little time I was with him to Surrender himself up, and 
He pleading Honor and Conscience, I hearing of the Complicated Dis- 
tress of our Prisoners And thinking that he might Still do more for 
them than flnaly was in His Power to accomplish Upon a fair Compari- 
son of my Situation, Hard, Cruel hard as the Seperation is yet I am 
more Calm and Contented than at that time I believe a year of it 
Would have brought me to my Grave. 

If you think it worth while Sir to Exert your Influence in my behalf ; 
It is neeesary to give you a hint that I already stand well with the City 
Members; It is the Back County Members whose Votes I am not Certain 
of obtaining; and things are in this Dtelicate Situation, that any point 
made by a Certain Set, would tho good in its Self meet with opposition, 
such is the Effect of Parties, and Cabals; But all these things you know 
far better than I can Suggest them. 

M' lollard a Country man, my Neighbor and a plain Sensible Man, 
is disposd to befriend me, I remain Sir with all possible Respect your 

most Obedient humble 

Servant 

Elizabeth Fergusson" 

Elizabeth Fergusson to Robert Loller. n 

Graeme park Octobr 27. 1779. 
Sir 

As I depend upon your Friendship, and good offices Relative to my 
affairs, I was in hopes to have had the pleasure of seeing you before 
the House met, but as the time is expird of their Vacancy; I drop you 
a line in Case I should not see you. 

I have understood the Petion I presented was referd to this House, 
but not Recomended which I am told is not so warm as if the latter 
term had been made use of, under theis Idea I humbly aprehend that 
some little adress may be expected from me to the new House, refering 
the Substance of my Petion to former petions &c, If you who know 
much better, join in opinion with me, you will be good enough to 
forward what is here anexd: either in its present form or mould it 
into any fashion that May appear most proper to Expidite the Business 
of the Petion. 

in full Confidence of your Candor and good Offices I remain Sir 

your most Obligd humble 

Serv 1 

Elizabeth Fergusson 

80 Mrs Fergusson has endorsed on this letter: "M r Dickinson politly 
answerd this Letter but assurd me he had no Influence, which I look 
on as a genteel way of declining the affair." 

81 Col. Robert Loller, Member of Assembly. 



Mrs. Elizabeth Fergusson, nee Graeme. 401 

Petition of Elizabeth Fergusson to the House 
of Assembly, October 27, 1779. 
To the House of Assembly. 

Whereas, your Petitioner set forth her hard Situation in a late 
Petion tc^ the former honorable House, And she hath been informed that 
the Petion aforesaid, was by them referd to the Honorable House now 
Sitting; She, your Petoner most Humbly begs, that your Honors will be 
pleasd to take her Case into Speedy Consideration; as her Embarass- 
ments increase every day, till a final Decision of Her Property is ascer- 
taind; she means not now to Recapitulate her manifold Greivances', 
as they stand fully exhibited in two former Petions, that have been 
presented to the preeceding honorable House; Namely one of February, 
and another of September last past, she knows the greatest part of the 
Honorable Members has heard them Bead; and it is hoped by your 
Petioner that the worthy and honorable Members Chosen at this last 
Election will vouchsafe to Atend to the points there alledgd with a 
favorable Eye; and that the House will in their Candor And Clemency 
give her full Power over her own Patrimonial Property; of which at 
this time she has no Command; And your Petioner as in Duty Bound 

shall ever pray 

Elizabeth Fergusson 
Graeme park 

October 27. 1779. 



Remonstrance of Elizabeth Fergusson to the 
Supreme Executive Council. 

The Humble Remonstrance of Elizabeth Fergusson, of the Township 
of Horsham Sheweth 

Whereas, the Subscriber hath in two former Petions, one bearing Date 
of February, and the other Septembr 1779; To the honorable house of 
assembly; set forth many and various Reasons, which apeard to her 
good, and Cogent, why her Estate should not be exposd to Sale in conse- 
quence of her Husbands Right by mariage in the Premises; and said 
petions are not Rejected by the honorable house; and the matter still 
remains in a State of Suspence; The Subscriber humbly hopes the 
honorable Supreme Executive Council will be pleasd to prevent the 
agents of the County aforesaid putting up the Estate for Sale; while 
the thing is in this undetermind State [torn] in so doing they will 
greatly Oblige their [torn] 

The aforsaid Remonstrance was Presented to the Supream Executive 
Council and is T believe the last that has been offrd. E. Fr. 

But there are trivial Circumstances which I beg pardon for troubling 
a Collective Body with, yet as my Heart is interested in them they 
naturaly Drop from my Pen. 

M r Fergusson within a few Days after his Arival, askd Cap' Macenzie 
Vol. XXXIX.— 26 
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Secretary to General Howe, to Solicit the Commander in Chief for leave 
for him to Keturn Home; The Answer was, "M r Fergusson I am much 
Surprised at your making such a Bequest And would by no means have 
you push it as it will by no means be granted." 

In the month of November when from a Combination of unhapy 
Causes; our Prisoners Sustaind most Severe hard ships M r Fergusson 
was indued from a principle of Humanity; to take the Office of Com- 
misry as a temporary afair for their Relief; But I think he told me he 
had not a Regular Commission made out; Nor did he take the Oaths 
Customary on those Occasions; How far he filld this Department to 
the Satisfaction of My unhappy Countrymen under Confinement I leave 
them to Determine; It being a Matter of such public Notoriety, that 
my Simple Assertion would avail but little as an Individual; and could 
not receive any force By the Circumstance of my being Wife to the 
Gentleman in Question: yet I hope he Exercised the limited power in 
his Line of Duty, in a way that will aford him Comfort before a 
Tribunal greater than any that presides on Earth. The Recollection 
of this is the only Consolation I ever Recevd from his Accepting the 
Employ. 

As to my little Estate it is a Patrimonial one, left me in Fee Simple 
by My Father; The Summit of my unambitious Wish Is to remain 
unmolested in this Retirmt Which tho' it Contains a Considerable tract 
of Ground, yet from a Combination of perplexing Circumstances yields 
me but a Slender Suport with Frugality. I never for the Space of Nine 
months; that the Enemy were in the City came to make a Stay of more 
than four Days; till I went in to take leave of my husband; And then 
General Washington did me the Honor to send me a pass unsolicited 
on my part, but gratfuly Recev'd; in consequence of an intercepted 
Letter From my Husband who begs to see me as the British were on 
the move: Allow me to mention one thing and I have done, my Husband 
by going of before the Declaration of Independency and being about at 
that time is not properly a Member of this State, and tho in the 
Severe Eye of the Law he may be Construed an Enemy, he is not a 
Traitor, tho' he is proscribd under that Ignominous Epithet in the 
Proscription paper; and this Idea I am allowd to Suggest by some 
Gentlemen honored in the Law: I modestly hint it and leave it your 
Honors for further Inspection. 

If in the Course of this little narrative I may have advanced any 
thing foreign to the point in hand; and omited any thing that was 
necesry to Observe; It is hoped the worthy and Respectll Members who 
Compose the Council, will impute it to the ignorance of a Female whose 
line of Writing has been Confind Solely to Subjects in the [the balance 
of this Remonstrance is missing]. 

Elizabeth Fergusson to Br. Thomas Parke. 

M r " Fergusson presents her Respectfull Compliments to D* Park, and 
Returns him her sincere Acknowledgments for forwarding her a Print 
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of the Worthy D* Fothergill: D r Park will very considerably add to 
the favor already Conferd, if he Would take an Early and Safe oppor- 
tunity to convey the Enclosed to M r J. Barely It is left open that B r 
Park May see there is nothing improper in it. 

If D' Park thinks a ride at this Season of the year pleasing (as the 
face of the Country is very fine) M" P. will be very happy to See him 
at G. Park. 

May the 27 1782 



Elizabeth Fergusson to [Elias Boudinotf] 

Graeme park March the 6. [178?] 
Dear Sir 

Your acceptable favor of the 1 st Instant reach me (thro the Chanel 
of M r Moland) this Morning: And an opportunity offering to the City 
This Evning, I take my pen in hand, But alass what Shall I Say, I 
feel Hurt, fretted and disapointed that I did not See you, hatefull as 
comeing to town is to me at this time, I would have gon Had I been 
Suite of Seing you, but you are such a Bird of Passage that by the 
time I had got There you had perhaps Emigrated to another State. 

You mention my Letter to you left With M' Rawls; but I wrote to 
you a Latter date By M r Stocton, which you do not mention, perhaps 
I am not sanguine enough yet ("tho' you say that when you read the 
title deed in the Hands of M r T. Fisher" your Idea was not alterd ) 
"yet I cannot help thinking there is an Air (not of dispondency I will 
not Call it) but a something that looks not So Chearfull as in The 
first Letter you wrote me, But yet that may Be my Idea only. 

"All Things look yellow to the Jaundicd Eye." 

I cant bear to give up the thoughts of seeing you to so distant a 
period as January, I have so many things I want to talk over, none of 
which seem to answer in a Letter; And I seem rooted to this place as 
tho' fonder of it than ever whether this arises from Habit; or as D r 
Young Says 

"For Recovered Roberies Enhaunce our Gold" From the dread of its 
being torn from me, tho had any one in Equity Claims on it, I Should 
have no joy in occupying it, at any rate I am so worn out with Suspense 
I wish I knew my fate. 

I knew you had been in town for M* Oaky [Okely] of Beth'em past a 
night here last week, I am on a familiar footing with Him; I allways 
found Him a friendly Humane man, But tho' I had seen Him three 
times at this House Since This afair has been on the Tapis, yet I never 
Hinted it to Him till now and I will tell you How it Came about I 
did so, He Congratulatd me on your Friendship, for resumd He, "M r 
T. Fisher shewd me a Letter from M p Budinot that you were the prin- 
cipal Theme (I believe instead of shewd he Said read) "And I never 
saw A Letter that spoke more genuine friendship." Upon This (I had 
no Idea but he must have known the whole Subject) and I told Him, 
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But he declard he had no Idea of it, now I cannot Conceive How he 
Could read that Letter and not know the principal Scope of it, But he 
declard he did not: So I suppose M p Fisher flung part of it out to 
Sound if Okly know any Thing of the Ultimatum, when I had gone so 
far, I thought it was better to tell M r Okly the whole; And he was 
quite melancly the remaining part of the Evening in Consequ of the 
information: And His principal Hopes seemd to be founded on the 
Length of time the Claim had lain Dormant, I look on M r Myers Fisher 
to be a Layer Professionaly and a Man of the World, I know nothing 
of M r Thomas Fisher, In the present Business I give my Self up to 
your Direction, at the Same time I know the decisive paths of the Law 
to be So intricate, that some odd Thing might Start up and like a 
Willy the Wisp lead astray And then If I lost my Suite what Con- 
solation would it Be to me to Cry "who would have thought it." So 
That to you, and only you I Say Some kind of Compromise would be 
better than a Suite. 

My dear Fried I am three thousand pounds in Debt And I have been 
seizd yesterday with M™ Madox Morgage, my tenant is behind in His 
Bent, my Farm is going to Euin, I know not what part of the Globe 
M r Fr is, My Nephew is proscrd, I would Sell the whole for three 
thousand Pounds down and 400 P r Anum, which is one Hundred £ less 
than I oferd to the Baron de Belan, But on Less terms than that I 
will not part with my Home, I am ill too, Miss Oswald M" Smith that 
is, sold her old town House on Better terms I Sell mine on Am giving 
up my Single Life she sold hers in the Life of her And her Husband 
400 P. Ann. 1500 down. 

Answer me one question; I have a thoud Pounds all Miss 8tedmans 
fortune and She has no Morgage: does this Claim render A Morgage 
Prudent? 

Your Embaressd Frend 

B. Fergusson. 

Elizabeth Fergusson to George Meade. 

Graeme park August 6 th [178—] 
Dear Sir 

After I parted with you at Abington, I reflected a great deal on your 
kindness, and atention in taking an opportunity to hint to M' Dickinson 
that I was exceedingly Hurt at any thing being flung out that should 
fling (?) a Clog as to my right to Dispose of this Estate; you told me 
the President Said He was of opinion the title was good. But my dear 
Sir, if a Man of His known Abilities in the Law And also being 
President of this State, I Say if he would Condesend to give me a few 
lines either by way of Letter, or in any way it would most Essentialy 
Serve me; and Silence the Cavils of the Ignorant; who do not See it in 
the true point of Light it is Certain that every one, and (Some of 
those Sensible people too) on the first reading the Act are forcible 
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Struck with the words (During her natural Life) Such a Man as M r 
Dickinson at one View may see that is not a material Objection: But 
for one person that has His knowlege & Ability a thousand have not; 
and Those Thousand are like to be the purchasers, "we may think with 
the wise but we must talk with the Vulgar." The Titles to Estates are 
like Female Reputation, when we are about Engaging with either for 
Life, we are as Delicate As Ceaser was about His Wifes Reputation. 
It is Suficient Capital to injure them, to have them Suspected: I look'd 
upon it to be very unfortun that M r D was in the Delaware State, 
all the time I was in town, I was four times at His House: two of 
the times I Saw and had a very polite and friendly interview with 
M" Dn poor Doctor More was there, I little thought so soon to hear 
he was to be translated to the Land of Spirits every thing touches on 
the Brevity of Human Life, And yet tho' I am as fully convincd of this 
as any Body; yet I find it absolutly necesary to atend to my affairs to 
Secure my advancd Age from Want. I am really ignorant whether 
M' Dn being the President of the State excludes His practising as a 
Lawyer, which must excuse my not adressing Him in the proper Form 
of asking His Opinion: if he does not practice I must be indebted to his 
Friendship; for at any Rate I earnestly Solicit his advice. For I am 
Shockd at the Idea, that I have taken up money in the full hopes that 
the Sale will Settle all that: And now to think when I am in my 
Grave my poor Ashes may be Curst by those trusting to lead into a 
Disputed Title distresses me vastly. I have neither Strethgth nor 
Spirits to go thr' the adressing And beging the favor of so united a 
Body as compose the Members of the House; I have so lively an Idea 
of the trouble I had before in my aplications; And adresses; that I 
Should Sink under the task, And was I to Solicit the House and my 
petion to be rejected it would be a public Confirmation that I had not 
a Right to Sell or Will it away: Tho the papers I Send at first Sight 
may apear Voluminous, yet M r Dn will see the whole in a quarter of 
an hour. The papers I think necessary are These. First my Fathers 
Will to show this is not an Entaild Estate; In Consequenc not devolv- 
ing on my Sisters Children: 

2* The Pettion to the House of assembly: 

3 d a Letter found among M r C Stedmans papers after His Death 
wrote by me to Him on my first being informd M r Fr had taken the 
office of Commissy of Prisoners, under G Howe This Letter being wrote 
so earl as Novemb 1777 could not express a Side in Consequen of its 
being a faling Cause it was write in Haste; and shews an honest Heart; 
it is the Original Letter. 

4* The Speakers Letter to me while the Bill was agitated. 

5* a Letter from Him to D r Rush, and His Reply. 

6 a letter from M r Moris and M r Hill to me. 

7 th the Copy of the Bill as M r Wilson wishd it to be And another as 
it realy passd. 

I wish also to know if my power of Atorny is of Consequence from 
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M r Fr to Join in the Sale, or if His atainder Precludes Him the Rights 
of a Husband as to Making any Sale or Will of mine Valid; which in 
Common Cases are necessaryly: you know so much of the whole affair 
that you can explain all to M r Dn. 

I remain your Obligd Fred 

E. Fr. 



Elizabeth Fergusson to Ann Ridgely? 2 

Billit September 14, 97 
My Dear M" Kidgly 

I was favord with a most affectionate Letter a few weeks past from 
you thro the medium of M r * Cadwalader, who seems So Centrically 
seated to oblige her Friends: and never was a Heart that more en joy d 
it: you say in yours M" Bond has never visited you: and mention it 
with regret: alass! you are Sisters in your attatchment to Home and 
affection to your Children from your own Heart Therefore you must 
plead an apopology for hers, I am Sure the Different Style of Life which 
she is engagd in from M r Bonds Station has no share in the Estrang- 
ment. there are moments in which She rather Submits to it than 
enjoys it. 

You are very obliging in pointing out a Method to get the manu- 
scripts, which at least my share of them I fear would not repay you 
for the pains of Developing a bad Hand: But I will not act the 
Hypocrite: I declare when by peculiar Circumstances I am as it were a 
Link Cut of from the Chain of that Society both by Birth and Education 
which I once was taught to expect, and devote my Hours to Retirment 
and my Pen, I feel a Latent Wish that those whose tasks are congenial 
to my own, might with the Eye of not Candor But Partiality see my 
turn of thought and mode of Life. But you told me that "that your 
Children are fond of Poetry," of Consequence they have read a great 
deal and under such a monitress as their mother have read the Best, 
and as they must be devested of that partiality which perhaps you 
might have, I fear it will be dull work, But my promise is made, and 
what is still more cogent my Will is on the Side of performing it: 
Tho It may be a considerable time before I put it in Execution, for 
among the Portions of time I find most tedious where I live, is the 
long long Winter Evenings Once the Joy of my heart, when Surrounded 
by a Groupe of Dear Conextions all all gone to the Silent abodes of 
Death. Those Winter evenings I mean in part to devote to sorting; 
or Copying out such of my little Things; that I think may have a 
Chance of meeting your and the young Ladies approbation; Therefore 
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rest assurd if I live, have my Byes, Limbs, and faculties between this 
and the month of may a volume shall make its apearance, 

from your Faithful Friend 

E. Fergusson. 
P.S. I know not when I may send this Letter The dismal Scourge 
the yellow Fever is again making an alarming apearance in Philadel- 
phia, I have seen so many this Day pass thro this village as Emigrants 
that I have hardly Sperits to write and yet all Sorrow is worse to a 
unemployd. 

Elizabeth Fergusson to Mrs. Campbell and Mrs. Frazer. 

Billit October the 1. 98 
My ever Dear M" Campbell and M" Frazer 

During This awfull Situation of the Depopulating Fever in the Midle 
States of This Country, more particularly Philadelphia I who could 
only Sigh and Shed an inefectual tear, employd my Self in the melan- 
choly Retrospect of reading the Letters of Departed Friends with a 
view of committing them to the Flame: Some few and but a very few 
of the living I found among the Dear assortment: yours dear good 
Women were among the Number, But as I gave Them a final as I then 
judgd Reperusal A thought Struck me, well knowing that affection is 
Hereditary in your Family, I Say A thought Struck me, That your 
Dear Children might like to be in Posesion of Epistles that Breathd 
nothing But Piety, Resignation, And cordial good will to mankind, and 
also a kind of Series of family events for a Course of years, under This 
Idea I Send you the Paket, and chuse to leave it in your own option, 
whether to commit them to The Flames or not, I have Selected out of 
Them all That Related to the Subject of my Seperation with my own 
Dear M' Fergusson, eannot Misconstrue my parting with Them as a 
Slight or Disregard, no my dear Friends far otherwise It is from too 
great a Susceptibility and Delicacy, as I in the course of my Life I 
have been much hurt to See Papers, and letters laying about In Places 
where Impertinent Curiosity and unfeeling Hearts Connd them over. I 
do not know if I ever Sent you some lines I wrote to a Lady in England, 
These lines express my Situation as to my mind as to giving up in my 
Life time all I hold most Dear, and I am Sure the Letters from my 
particular Friends I class in that Number, I remember when I went to 
England I was very Careful to Lock up and range all my Letters, and 
the first thing I did when I returnd was to run and See if the Dear 
Deposit remaind In Statue quo, As I have no Children I own as to my 
Letters I would wish every one I ever writ were Commited to the 
Flames, more especially Since I bore The name of Fergusson, But to 
return to the lines I allude 

Lines 

"To M" Julliania Richie Returning a miniature Picture which the 
writer had of that Lady, This Picture was returnd in consequence of 
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M" Fergussons seing a passage in a Letter from M" Richie to a Lady 
in Philadelphia begging her to enquire for that Picture, as She had 
Seen a List of the Deceasd in the yellow Fever of 93 among which 
names were Elizabeth Fergusson, and as the Possesor was no more She 
M" Richie had been solicited by her Neice to get the Picture back, I 
had the greatest Friendship for this Lady of any I Left behind me and 
Still keep up a Correspondence with her, But I I immediatly returnd 
the Picture wrapt up in a Paper with the following Lines 



Lines on Returning a Miniature Picture to the Lady desired it. 

Judge not my Friend I carelessly Resign; 
These Features once which represented Thine; 
But years advancing fast to Deaths cold Shade; 
Whisper I Soon may in the Grave be laid: 
Perhaps no Heart congenial may be nigh, 
With Pious care to close my Sightless Eye; 
Perhaps no Friend attentive may be near 
To write my julia that I held her Dear 
But sure on whom this Semblance you bestow 
Tho Kindred Blood may Thro their Chanells flow 
Will never Leve you with a Brighter Flame 
Than her you once esteemd as Betsy Grseme 

Philadelphia, 1795. 
To M" Juliania Richie, London. 

How often do we See in triffles as well as in things of consequence 
Our Intentions frustrated, when I was in London in 1765 I had many 
different times made an appointment with M" Richie and others to go 
in a Barge by Water to See Chyswick the fine Gardens and Palace of 
Earl Burlington, yet Still some thing occurd to prevent me, But on the 
13 of July a Large Party was Collected and I wrote a Card to M" 
Richy, I which I Said Rain, Shine, or Hail I will g to Chyswick for of 
all Places I want to See it I will meet you all at your House in Norfolk 
Street which is near the Water and we will have a Delightfull Excursion 
as the music I hear is good in the Barge." 

In a few Hours after I had Sent This Card, I recvd the account of the 
Death of my ever dear mother, when I thought she was quite well, 
whether I ever lovd any friend as well as her, I will not pretend to Say 
but sure I am none ever Lovd me half as well, M™ Richy come and 
Staid with me some time and endeard herself in a peculiar manner to 
me by every kind attention on that occasion. 

I dare Say my dear M" Campbell and Frazer you will not read this 
Paket without some tears in recollecting the visicitudes of Life in your 
own little Circle, which you There enumerate It has been Objected to 
Pope and Adisons Letters and all that Groupe of Wits whose langug* 
have been a Standard to model the future generation That They were 
too Studied, and written it was supposd with an Intention to be shewn 
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among their Circle: But all these Letters are from a warm unaffected 
Heart without any touch of ostentatious Wit: 

Lady Rachels Russels Letters are also plain and unafected They were 
often recommended to me to read, But alass There is so great a number 
of them deriving Comfort from the Erattic Character of Lord Russel 
that many alass provd no Balm to me: The Sorrow on the Return of 
particular Aniversary Days, was the only parts I kept pace with her, 
And now my Dear M" Campell and Frazer accept This as it is meant, 
and may we meet I Heaven is the unafected Prayer of your Faithfull 
Friend 

B. Fergusson. 



